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Can packs, troops or crews participate in political rallies? ~ Bryan Wendell
The BSA might be the most patriotic organization in the U.S.

But we don’t endorse any one political party. You could say that rather than being pro-left or pro-
right, the BSA is pro-America.

The same applies to your pack, troop, post, ship or crew. You and your Scouts should Do Your Duty 
to Country but not by endorsing any one candidate.

During election years, the line between patriotism and political favoritism becomes thin, making it 
important to remind you of the BSA’s official policy on Scout participation in political rallies.
Fact is, Scout units are permitted to provide a color guard flag ceremony, in uniform, at political 
events. The troop can serve as color guard and then immediately leave the stage. They provide a 
patriotic service and departed before things get political.

Here are some Frequently Asked Questions and the BSA’s official answers:
Q: Could a pack, troop or crew provide a color guard flag ceremony for a candidate’s public 
speaking event or rally?

A: Yes. But, BSA Policy requires our adult and youth members in uniform to leave immediately after 
the presentation of colors and the Pledge of Allegiance. Should they want to stay they must do so as 
individuals, not Scouting representatives. That means they would have to change out of their 
uniforms.

Q: So Scouts and Scouters can’t stand on the platform for the remainder of the speech or 
presentation?

A: No, they should not remain on the speakers’ platform or in a conspicuous location where media 
could construe their presence as an endorsement or symbol of support.
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Q: Why is this the rule?

A: The policy is meant to prevent someone from using our brand to convey support of a candidate or 
ideology. This prevents Scouts from being used by any party in campaign advertisements or 
materials.

Q: So then why is it OK to even present the colors or lead the Pledge of Allegiance at all?

A: Those are displays of loyalty to the nation, something the BSA has always endorsed. Regardless of 
the outcome of the political race, the candidate and supporters pledge allegiance to the U.S. Because 
of this, it is always acceptable and deemed to be a part of the civic process. Also, this “service” is 
offered to any party, regardless of political affiliation.

Q: Can Scouts and Scouters pose for photos with political candidates at these events?

A: Yes. But photos of candidates or Scouts in uniform or BSA marks and logos are not allowed in 
political campaign materials of any kind.

Q: Can adult leaders or Venturers who are 18 or older vote in elections?

A: Not only can they — they should! This policy isn’t meant to limit the freedom of thought or action 
of any official or member acting as an individual. Scouters and Venturers shouldn’t wear their 
uniform to the polling place, but they should vote for whichever candidate they prefer. That’s all part 
of being a good citizen — something the BSA has taught for more than a century.

Q: What can Scout leaders do to support this policy?

A: Volunteers (and professionals) must be alert to situations that would imply that the BSA favors one 
candidate or party over another. Strict observance of our long-standing policy against the active 
participation of uniformed Scouts and leaders in political events is mandatory.

Q: Does Scouting still teach patriotism and citizenship?

A: Yes! The BSA teaches the ideals of patriotism and good citizenship as required to fulfill 
its purpose.
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If you think advising a well-known brand is something reserved for your professional future, 
think again!

The Boy Scouts of America is inviting youth ages 11-20 to apply to part of its Youth Advisory 
Panel (YAP). This group of Scouts will work with BSA leadership to give insights on issues 
that matter to kids and teens today.

The group will touch base digitally once a month and continue conversations as desired to 
ensure all their thoughts are heard.

Scouts from all programs and all parts of the country are encouraged to apply for the chance 
to serve a year on YAP. Besides being an awesome role to add to your resume and college 
applications, joining YAP will give you a chance to live out every part of the Scout Law, 
especially being helpful.

If you’re ready to apply or want to check out the application, head here: https://
www.scouting.org/youth-advisory-panel-application/

This is the first step to making it onto the panel and making a HUGE difference for your 
fellow Scouts. Apply today!

Have YOUR Voice Heard on BSA’s Youth Advisory Panel

Wood Badge 2020
https://scoutingevent.com/296-wb2020

Orientation: Wed., September 9, 2020

First Weekend: September 24 -27, 2020

Second Weekend: October 16 -18, 2020

https://www.scouting.org/youth-advisory-panel-application/
https://www.scouting.org/youth-advisory-panel-application/
https://www.scouting.org/youth-advisory-panel-application/
https://www.scouting.org/youth-advisory-panel-application/
https://www.scouting.org/youth-advisory-panel-application/
https://www.scouting.org/youth-advisory-panel-application/
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2020 Scouting Adventure Expo 
Saturday April 18, 2020        10AM-4 PM 

Central Minnesota Council Office 
1191 Scout Drive, Sartell, MN 56377 

CAMP   CLIMB   HIKE   RIDE
CREATE   BUILD   INVENT
EXPLORE   EXPERIENCE

DO!
Come see all the cool things to do in Central Minnesota!!! 
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!e Legend of "e Ye#
2020 Klondike Derby 
Parker Scout Camp
Leap Day 29 Feb
Register Online:

https://scoutingevent.com/296-2020Klondike 
Cost is $10 per Scout and $5 per leader   

Legend tells it that once every four years the Yeti comes out 
of hiding for fun and adventure and he tends to pick Leap Day 
for this special visit.  We hope to lure him out of hiding at 
Parker Scout Camp and we want you Scouts to come join the 
fun and help us find the Yeti!


First Aid Challenge

   Your patrol was seek attacked by the Yeti and you have injured members.  
Be Prepared to administer First Aid and potentially transport one member of 
your patrol to safety after treating their wounds.  Scouts will be judged by administering proper treatment for 
the wounds, speed, order of treatment and transport time from fixed points.  Scouts should have some first 
aid materials, but some will be provided.


	                  Fat Tire Racing

	         The Yeti loves a good race but nothing is more important 	 	 	 	        
	 	 than evading his grasp.  Scouts need to avoid the Yeti and his         	 	
	   traps/obstacles and return to safety after retrieving the Yeti treasure.


	 Fire Building

Nothing draws in the Yeti like a warm fire to help him thaw out from the 
cold.  You need to build, start and sustain a fire to warm up your Yeti 
friend.  Materials will be provided, but some must be searched for.  No 

materials from your sled may be used.  This is a timed event


Blindfold race

     Sometimes seeing the Yeti can be a scary experience and it can scare the sight right out of your eyes.  Be 
Prepared to transport your fellow Scout with some additional challenges along the way.  Timed event.


Branding the Yeti

     The Yeti likes a special cookie and he really likes it when you decorate them for him!  You will cut up some 
Yeti Cookies and decorate them with branding irons.


Curling

     Throwing rocks around has always been the Yeti’s favorite sport, and he really likes to have nice clean ice.  
Invite the Yeti to come play and see how well you clean house.


Lunch

Nothing welcomes the Yeti better than a nice pot of hot soup over the open fire.  Bring a can of soup to add 
to the mix and join us for lunch.  PLEASE NO CREAM SOUP. 
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Have you come to a Round Table?  Why 
NOT?  Roundtable is more than just another 
Scout meeting.  Its your chance to hear from 
subject matter experts in things like 
backpacking, winter camping, summer camps 
and much more.  It’s also a chance for you to 
talk with your fellow leaders and learn what 
they are doing and trying that could help you.   

Everyone is welcome 
Parent, Leaders and even SCOUTS

See you February 11th at 6:30 pm 
Brainerd Salvation Army Chapel

An EXCITING ROUNDTABLE  awaits you! 

Big Rock -  
Woodbadge 

Guest Presentation: 
Beth Ausland  

Team Development and EDGE 

DISTRICT AWARD NOMINATIONS 
DISTRICT LUNCHEON INFORMATION 

Cub Scouts 
     Lock-In Details 

District Pinewood Derby 

Scouts BSA 
     Klondike Details

Cub Scout Winter Camp - NANUQ
Camp Nanuq is a winter Cub Scout program based out of Miller Castle 
on the Parker Scout Camp property. Campers will arrive Saturday 
morning, receive their room assignments, and then get ready for some 
outdoor fun! 

Weekends to choose from:  Feb 15/16, Feb 22/23 

https://scoutingevent.com/296-nanuq2020

https://scoutingevent.com/296-nanuq2020
https://scoutingevent.com/296-nanuq2020
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Training Update

    It is our goal to get at least 60% of our leaders trained in their positions.  As you can see we have 
just over 40% of our leaders trained.  This means we have leaders who are doing a job that they 
may not know all of the ins and outs of, they may not know all of the resources that are available to 
them and they may not be giving their Scouts the best program they are capable of delivering.  We 
want every leader to know they can do a great job and make it easier for them.

Up-Coming Training Events
None are currently scheduled but we are taking requests 

from unit to do unit trainings

     Training is also available on the my.scouting.org website.  You can log into the site and watch the 
videos.  Do not let the number of videos intimidate you because many of them are very short but still 
very informative.  Training helps you and will make your program better!

http://my.scouting.org
http://my.scouting.org
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Friends of Scouting is your chance to support 
the bigger mission of the Scouting Movement 
in your Council.  We need your support to 
ensure we can provide the best program to 
all young people who want to be Scouts.  
One way you can support the mission is to 
buy a brick in the Parker Plaza.
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Pine Tree District Banquet

Sponsored by the Elks Lodge of Brainerd

Register Online at:
https://scoutingevent.com/296-PTBanquet2020

The Pine Tree District Committee invites you to join us as we celebrate our Eagle Scouts
and honor some of our amazing volunteers.

* We will recognize our 2019 Eagle Scouts * Recognize Silver Beavers
* Present the District Award of Merit * Present the Scouter of the Year Awards

Cost is $10 for Preregistration

St. Andrew's Catholic Church
1108 Willow St.
Brainerd, MN 56401

Social begins at 11:30
Lunch served at Noon
April 4, 2020

Proud to Support Scouting

Parker Scout Camp, Nisswa 

February is 
Culver’s Cares

about Scouting Month.
Purchase a wall hanger
and show your support for Scouting.  

Be sure to share with your friends so
they can show their support as well.

Profit sharing night will be 
Monday, Feb 24th,  5-8pm
Scouts help needed Please!
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With the new year comes election season for the Order of the Arrow.  Scoutmasters and other 
unit leaders will soon be contacted by a member of the Lodge Leadership Team.  It will either be 
via email or phone.  Please when this person contacts you please help them out by scheduling 
your Troop’s election and camping promotion.  We want to have all of our elections completed 
before Spring Conclave.


We are once again planning to help with Ripley Rendezvous this year with the advancement 
station being put together by Sven.  Please if you are willing to help contact Chief Adam and let 
him know that you are willing and will be there for the Lodge.


naguonabechief31@gmail.com ~ Lodge Chief Adam Burton

Speaking of Spring Conclave it will be here before you know it.  Registration is open now.  If you 
were elected in 2019 and did not complete your Ordeal this is your last chance to do so.  Please join 
us at Spring Conclave.  

https://scoutingevent.com/296-OA2020SpringConclave


Remember to like us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/naguonabelodge

https://www.facebook.com/naguonabelodge
https://scoutingevent.com/296-OA2020SpringConclave
mailto:naguonabechief31@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/naguonabelodge
https://scoutingevent.com/296-OA2020SpringConclave
mailto:naguonabechief31@gmail.com
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Pine Tree District Award Nomination

I would like to nominate _____________________________

of Pack/Troop _________ for the (circle one) Cub Scouter, 

Scouts BSA , Scouter Award of the year because: (give a few short details 
for the committee to consider)

IF YOU DON’T NOMINATE WHO WILL?  YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS 
DESERVING PLEASE SEND IN THE NOMINATION!

EMAIL TO HEIDI LOCKWOOD - hll@brainerd.net

Cub Scouter is presented to a leader who is registered as a Den Leader or Cub Master 
with a Pack in the Pine Tree District.

Scouts BSA is presented to a leader who is registered as an Assistant Scoutmaster or 
Scoutmaster in the Pine Tree District.

Scouter of the Year is presented to a leader who is registered in any other position such 
as Committee Chair or Committee member in the Pine Tree District

2021 National Jamboree 
Face the Challenge 

Summit Bechtel Reserve 

Get your spot now and start fundraising for this 
Mountain Top Experience. 

https://scoutingevent.com/296-nationaljamboreecmc

https://scoutingevent.com/296-nationaljamboreecmc
https://scoutingevent.com/296-nationaljamboreecmc
mailto:hll@brainerd.net
mailto:hll@brainerd.net
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There are always ways to increase your units 
service hours.  In the winter adopt a few fire 
hydrants and help keep your neighborhood 
safe, by keeping them clear of snow and 
debris.  The home you save could be yours 
or another Scout.

ALPHA LUPUS 
Alpha Lupus is a weekend winter camping school designed 
to teach Scouts, Scouters and Venturers the basic skills 
needed to operate a safe outdoor winter program for your 
own unit.  (adult leadership is required.)
Alpha Lupus is open to any registered Scout, Scouter or 
Venturer who desires to learn how to have safe fun during 
Minnesota's best 6 months of camping (participants must be 
second class and 12 years of age or older, and should have 
some winter activity experience as a Webelos Scout, or with 
other group programs).

January 24-26  or  February 7-9

https://scoutingevent.com/296-alphalupuskota2020

https://scoutingevent.com/296-alphalupuskota2020
https://scoutingevent.com/296-alphalupuskota2020
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Ripley Rendezvous 2020 

“Search and Rescue” 

April 24-26 

 www.scoutingevent.com/296-2020Ripley 

     Pine Tree District 
    Cub Scout Lock-In 

     Brainerd YMCA 

March 20-21 
Check-in Starts at 8 
Event Starts at 9pm 

All Scouts must be picked up 7 am 
DON’T BE LATE! 
Swimming - Games - Pizza - Internet Safety

          Fun - Friends - STEM - Crafts


https://scoutingevent.com/296-2020Lock

$15 Per Scout

$5 Per Adult

https://scoutingevent.com/296-2020Lock
https://scoutingevent.com/296-2020Lock
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Hello Friends and my Scouting Family,

     It’s February!  The groundhog says we get an early Spring.  Let’s all hope he is right but not 
before we have an awesome Klondike Derby.

Klondike Derby is an event I remember taking part in as a Scout.  Out on the trail, towing our 
dog sled, occasionally falling over in the snow and having my fellow Scouts laugh as the sled 
runs you over or having the whole patrol fall over because one person fell over but we all had so 
much fun.  Our klondike is a bit different as we won’t be requiring dog sleds to participate but 
the stations will be challenging and a great deal of fun.  We truly want every troop to come and 
enjoy what we have put together.  There is also a pretty awesome patch for this year’s event.  So 
come help us find the Yeti!

     Also coming up in March we have two fantastic events for our Cub Scouts.  Back by popular 
demand is the Cub Scout Lock-in at the Brainerd YMCA.  It will be a fun-filled night with a 
vast selection of activities.  We also have the ever popular District Pinewood Derby.  These 
events are open to all Cub Scouts in the District including the Pinewood Derby so come have 
another chance to race your car.

     We are very excited to welcome our new Scout Executive, Melissa, will be starting on March 
1st.  She will be contacting key leaders in the coming months as she wants to get to know 
everyone and see where she can be of service.  She comes to us from Michigan and has several 
years of experience.  We must also thank the dedicated team of volunteers who put in a great 
deal of time going through the selection process to make this choice for our Council.

     It is Friends of Scouting season in our district and I thank all of you from the bottom and top 
of my heart for our generosity and helping to make our campaign a success.  We still have 
several units left to meet with so if you haven’t had your chance to invest in our program please 
know we will meet with your unit soon and please give with your heart.  We need your support.

     For our Cub Scouts please start planning when 
you are going to Parker this summer for resident 
camp.  We have a wonderful program in store for 
you and this year we have a new program director 
Holly Carlson has been promoted and is looking 
forward to WOWing all the Scouts.  See you at 
Parker Scout Camp.

In Service,
Ken
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For more information on events in Pine Tree District or Central Minnesota Council visit 
http://www.bsacmc.org/#!event-calendar/c1xcb 

Your input on the District Newsletter is always welcome please contact Ken with your input 
kenneth.toole@scouting.org    
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